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   You Can Help Make Our 10th Anniversary a 
Year of Success for  Grassroots Organizing! 

 
In the past year – and ever since our founding in 1995 – the Coalition for Social Justice 

has made significant progress in building a progressive grassroots movement for social change, 
making it possible to win major legislative and electoral gains.  Now, in our 10th Anniversary 
Year, we are embarking on an exciting new 2005 Campaign for Working Families.  We hope 
you will contribute generously to making our 10th Anniversary Year a great success! 

 
Building a Grassroots Movement for Social Change:  10 Years of Achievement 
 

Over the past 10 years, with your help, the Coalition for  Social Justice has become a 
significant force for progressive change in Massachusetts.  We have built vibrant grassroots 
organizations deeply rooted in Fall River, New Bedford and Brockton, while constructing an 
extensive network of nearly 2000 volunteers throughout Southeastern Massachusetts.  We have 
developed the capacity to organize thousands of people to hold their elected officials accountable 
while becoming a decisive progressive force in contested elections.     

 
With the help of financial contributors such as yourself and large numbers of 

volunteers and grassroots leaders, the Coalition for Social Justice has helped to win 
important legislative and electoral victories:   
 
� � Child Care (1997-99).  Winning over $100 million in additional funding for affordable child 

care, providing a way for single mothers forced off the welfare rolls to survive economically. 
� � Earned Income Tax Credit (1997-99).  Winning the implementation of a state Earned 

Income Tax Credit, providing up to $600 a year in tax relief for struggling working families. 
� � M inimum Wage Increase (1999).  Winning an historic $1.50 increase in the state minimum 

wage, the largest increase of any state in the country. 
� � Welfare Grant Increase (2000).  Winning a 10% welfare grant hike, the first in 12 years. 
� � Stopping Budget Cuts (2002).  Winning a highly progressive $1.2 billion tax package, 

including closing the capital gains tax loophole, preventing disastrous budget cuts.    
� � Health Care (2003).  Winning restoration of health benefits slated for elimination, including 

the Prescription Advantage Program and health insurance for 36,000 long-term unemployed. 
� � National Elections (1996).  Playing a decisive role in the election of Congressman Jim 

McGovern in his 1996 upset victory over Republican Congressman Peter Blute. 
� � State Elections (1998-2002).  Playing a decisive role in a number of state legislative races, 

including the 2002 victory of embattled Fall River State Representative David Sullivan.       
 
2004:  A Year of Continued Accomplishment 
 

This past year, we continued to build on our achievements of the past, winning many 



important legislative and electoral victories.  We have detailed these achievements in our 
enclosed “Grassroots Organizing, 2004:  A Year of Accomplishment.”   Our victories included: 

 
� � Health Care:  Restored funds for the Childrens’  Medical Security Plan, eliminating the 

waiting list for over 14,000 kids.   
� � Housing:  Stopped Gov. Romney’s proposed rent increases in public housing.  
� � Welfare:  Won the right for welfare recipients to count hours spent on education and training 

toward the work requirement – the culmination of a 7-year long campaign.   
� � Immigrants r ights:  Restored MassHealth eligibility for 3000 elderly and disabled legal 

immigrants, who were denied benefits solely because of their immigrant status. 
� � State Elections:  Helped to defeat Gov. Romney’s $3 million campaign to eliminate the 

Democratic super-majority in the state legislature, playing a decisive role in the re-election of 
two highly progressive Democrats, Matt Patrick and Kathy Teahan.   

� � National Elections:  Along with our sister organization, Neighbor to Neighbor, made 90,000 
calls into Pennsylvania in behalf of John Kerry; while unsuccessful in defeating George 
Bush, we are proud of our contribution to an historically unprecedented grassroots campaign.     

 
Now, You Can Help Make a Difference in 2005 
 

Now, we are embarking on an exciting 2005 Campaign for Working Families.  Help us 
celebrate our 10th Anniversary Year by winning still more victories in the year ahead! 

  
 As we explain in the enclosed “2005 Campaign for Working Families,”  we will be 
organizing at the grassroots in behalf of an ambitious legislative agenda, including: 
 
� � Health Care:  Pass Health Care legislation to insure most Mass. residents currently without 

health insurance and restore benefits previously eliminated under the MassHealth program.   
� � M inimum Wage:  Increase the minimum wage to $8.25 and index it to the cost of living. 
� � Protecting Welfare for Families in Need:  Oppose Gov. Romney’s extreme proposals to 

undermine the welfare safety net for disabled parents, pregnant women and teen parents.  
� � Restoring Revenues.  Restore funding for core social programs by eliminating tax breaks 

benefiting large corporations and high-income families. 
� � Affordable Housing.  Restore funding for low-income housing programs, including housing 

vouchers to compensate for federal cuts in the Section 8 program.  
 

To be successful in this organizing, we need your help.  We need to strengthen our 
ability to recruit, mobilize and develop volunteers both in low-income communities and in towns 
throughout Southeastern Mass., in order to expand and deepen our impact on legislators.  Let’s 
work together to help make our 10th Anniversary a year of grassroots peoples’  victories!   

 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
        Dan Gilbarg 
        (508) 982-8157 
 

p.s.  The issues we are working on this year are exceptionally compelling.  Even more than 
usual, we have an opportunity to make a real difference in peoples’  lives.  Please help provide 
the resources needed to be as successful as possible!   �
�


